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The School of Public Affairs’ Environmental Studies Program offers a 
Bachelor of Arts in Environmental Studies and a Bachelor of Science 
in Environmental Studies with a concentration in Natural Resource 
Management and Conservation. Students in the B.A. program have 
three emphases from which to choose: Environmental Sustainability 
and Social Justice, Humanities and the Environment, and The Urban 
Environment.

B.A. EMPHASIS AREAS

Environmental Sustainability and Social Justice
The Environmental Sustainability and Social Justice emphasis provides students 
with a theoretical and applied understanding of the issues of sustainability 
and the connections between social justice and environmental problems and 
solutions. Students study the roles that values and social, political and economic 
structures play in contributing to the environmental crisis.

Urban Environment
The Urban Environment emphasis provides students with a strong interdisciplinary 
theoretical and empirical understanding for dealing with environmental issues in 
urban settings.

Humanities and the Environment  
The Humanities and the Environment emphasis explores the varied and complex 
ways that different cultures — past and present — view and communicate 
about the environment.

Complementary Studies
Bachelor of Arts students must complete at least 12 units of complementary 
studies outside of the primary prefix for the major. (Note: Students may not use 
an alternate prefix that is cross-listed with the primary prefix for the major.)
Students who complete two majors or a major and a minor automatically 
complete the complementary studies requirement. Additional ways for students 
in the environmental studies B.A. program to satisfy the requirement is with one 
or more languages other than English; partial completion of a minor; partial 
completion of certificate; or a coherent group of courses approved by a major 
advisor as complementary to the major.
All complementary studies units must be approved by an advisor and all of 
the units must be separate from the units used to satisfy major requirements. 
Courses that fulfill complementary studies units may be lower or upper division 
units, resident or transfer units, or units taken in approved study abroad 
programs.

ABOUT THE MAJOR

At the College of Health & Social  
Sciences’ Student Resource Center, 
we can provide you with the support 
you need to navigate with University 
policies and regulations, direct 
you towards appropriate support 
services, and offer a compassionate 
ear in a time of frustration or stress as 
you deal with the pressures of work, 
school, and family responsibilities. 
Drop by to make an appointment to 
see one of our advisors.
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Services Offered
• Academic Planning 

(GE/DPR/Major)
• Transition Support for FIrst Time 

Freshman and Transfers
• Impacted Major Consultation
• Academic Probation Support
• General Life/Support Counseing
• Career Prep and Planning
• Graduation Check (GE and 

Graduation Requirements)
• Resume and Cover Letter Help

CHSS Student Resource Center
HSS 254
srcenter@sfsu.edu
(415) 405-3740
chss.sfsu.edu/src  



ADDING, DROPPING AND WITHDRAWING FROM CLASSES AFTER START OF SEMESTER
Please be aware of all deadlines. You may add courses via your Gateway until before the first day of 
instruction, provided there is space available. Once classes start, you will need permission numbers from your 
instructor to add classes via Gateway.
Dropping courses via your Gateway without it noted on your official records must occur within the first three 
weeks of each semester. After this three-week period, you are no longer allowed to drop courses via your 
Gateway. You must have a serious and compelling reason to withdraw from a course and submit a petition 
with objective supporting documentation. If approved, a “W” will appear on your transcript. All withdrawal 
petitions that lack serious and compelling reasons and/or viable supporting documentation will be denied 
within the College of Health & Social Sciences. Be conscientious about withdrawing from classes, as you are 
allowed a maximum of 18 units for withdrawal, and “W”s on your transcript can reflect poorly. Also, keep in 
mind that you are only allowed to repeat a course once for a maximum of two times.   
Lastly, it is ALWAYS students’ responsibility to ensure that they are in the appropriate classes — always check 
your schedule!

General Education Areas Potentially Met by Courses in this Major

The requirements below are deemed “met in the major” upon completion of the courses listed (even though the courses 
and their prerequisites are not approved for GE). This is true whether or not the student completes the major. All other 
requirements must be completed as outlined in the General Education section of the Bulletin.

• Area B1 (Physical Science) is satisfied upon completion of both CHEM 115 or CHEM 180 and CHEM 380.
• Areas B2 (Life Science) and AREA B3 (Laboratory Science) are satisfied upon completion of either BIOL 240 or BIOL

313.

RESOURCES:

SF STATE ENVIRONMENTAL 
STUDIES 
HSS 261| envs@sfsu.edu | (415) 405-4129 
envs.sfsu.edu

ASSIST 
www.assist.org 

CHSS STUDENT RESOURCE CENTER 
HSS 254 | srcenter@sfsu.edu | (415) 405-3740
envs.sfsu.edu

B.S. Environmental Studies
FALL 2017**

ORAL COMMUNICATION
WRITTEN COMMUNICATION I
MATH/QUANTITATIVE REASONING
GEOG 101 OR ERTH 270

SPRING 2018
CRITICAL THINKING
WRITTEN COMMUNICATIONS II
ARTS 
*CHEM 115 or CHEM 180

FALL 2018
ENVS 224
LITERATURE
US HISTORY
BIOL 230

SPRING 2019
ARTS OR HUMANITIES
SOCIAL SCIENCE 
US GOVERNMENT
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SUGGESTED COURSE SEQUENCE FOR FIRST- AND SECOND-YEAR COURSE SEQUENCE

 **AP and IB exam scores as well as courses taken a community college can also impact the suggested course sequencing. If you are 
not sure how this will affect your scheduling, please contact an SRC advisor.


